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CHAPTER TV,

Dr. Chassalgne woas walting for Plorre In
front of the Bursan of Certifleatlons. But
again he found o solld mass of people, stop-
ping the invallds who ontorod, guestioning
mnd talking to them as they came out, when-
ever the news of a frosh miracle was sproad,
stich an n blind man restored to sight, a denf
man who heard once more or a paralytic
who was able to use his Hmbs,

Plerrn had grent difffculty in pushing by
the rabhble.

“Well," he asked the doclor, “are we to
826 a mirncle—na real Incontestuble ona?"

The doctor smiled. Hig recently restorsd
falth had made him induwlgent:

"Ah, abhe! n miracle Is not made to order
—{od Intervenes only when (8 pleases Him.'

The door was eclosely guarded by two in-
mates of the hompltallty. But they were ac-
quiinted with the doctor, and with a respect-
ful salutation allowed him to enter with his
companion. The buronu whoere all the verifi-
entlonn were nttested was wrotehedly situnted
In & miserable wooden houss, with but two
rooms, a narrow antechamber and an in.
suMelently Inrge apartment for general pur-
poses, It was a mooted plan to Improve this
branch of the work by plociog It In larger
quartera next yvear, under one of the arches
of the ramparts of Rosary, that In fact was
already being neranged for that purpose.

In the antechamber, that contilned only a
wooleh seat, Merre notleed two Invallds sit-
ting, walting for thelr tarn, in the charge of
two of the assoclutes, But he was surprised
on entering the large room to find whnt o
number of persons were orowdad  thore,
while the suffocating heat cansed by the thin
board walls, overheated by Lhe sun, was burn-
ing hot. It was a square room, perfectly
bare, painted a light yellow, with but one
window, the glaes of which was whitewushed
te prevent the pushing crowd oulslde from
looking Anto the aMee. They A0 not even
dare Lo ratse the window to get pome frosh
alr, for Inatantly a lot of curions hends wora
poked In. The furniture was most meagor
two plne tables of different height placed
end to end hpd not even o cover: n kind of
great oupboard atuffed with untidy looking
papors, portfolios, reglstors and  pamphigts
aod about thirty enne bottomed chales and
two old armchofrs for the Wvalids Alled the
entire foor,

Dr. Donnmy at once grocted Dr, Chassalgne
with great cordlality, for the latter was ré
pgarded as otio of the latest and most glorjous
victories of the Grotto, He ploeed a chaly
and also aeked Plerre to sit down, recogniz
ing his cloth. Then with an intensely polite
manner, he sald, Wil you permit ma o
continuy, my dear confrere? We weare just
in the midst of examining this young lady.”

The woman In question wan deal, a peasant
ahout 20 yenrn old, who wan scated In one of
the armehalrs, Instead of lstening, asz he
wan very tired, and his head was  falrly
buzzing, Plerre amused amuell by looking
abhout and tryving to find out how many oM.
olals there wore In the room. There might
he padrly Afty, for many were standing with
thelr bBacks against the wall. There wore
flve In fteont of the tables, tho chlef of the
nervios of the pools in the middie, continu-
ally consulting an  anormous  reglster; o
Father of the Assumptionists, wnd three
youhg men from the seminary, who acted as
setretaries, woere writing, looking over the
papers and classing them after each examing
tlon. Plerre Interostid himself specially In
one of the Fathuprs of tho Ipipaculate Con-
cuption, Father Dargotes, the editor-inschief
of the jowrnal of the Grotto, who had been
polnted out to him that morning, He had a
gmoall, thin face, with sharp syes. pointed
pose and a fnoly drawn month, that never
peased amiling. Ha wias seated modestly at
the end of the luwer of the two tables, taking
notes for his newspaper, Of the entire coni-
munity he alone appeared during the three

ya of the national pligrimage. But behind
him, Uke wsome coneantrated,  yet hidden
foros, organizing all and superviding all
might be felt the strengih of the opder Lu
whi

rhi b belonged,

Poaldes these persons the other oecupants
of the roum conalsted merely of the turlons,
\bo withesses, about twenly doctors and
sevoral prioste The dootora had come from
all parts of the country an\! malntalnad

most an absolute mlence Bome fow at-

pd to ask quistions, and oeasionally
exchanged side glances amang ||\I"I‘Iinl'l\'t'||
but meamed more anxious Lo watch one nn
ather than to werlly the facts submilted 1o

« amination, Who were they?
g:l?;llh:'r:": given Lthat were utterly un
hnown. But one had coused any stin
that of a celebrated doctor In & Catholie

ralty.
“n‘ll';:l a,.uy Dr. Nonamy, who did not sit
down at all while he capdueted tillulltmlg-:
i B¢ invalide, gave o \lE A
Ing quentioned the A R

to the minall blonde wan,

* pane lalent, who was anpocinted with one
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of the most widely read newspapors In Parls

and whom ohaneos had hrought that very
morbinge ta Lonrides Was not this o per
goti tao he eonverted with an Influanes and
publiclty to Be uaed? Hn e duetar had
innistedd on him taking the secoml armehalr
ANl acted toward him with smiling  good
miture, giving him a foll view, telling him
thers wak nothing to hide. that all was done

In hroad daylight
Hwe only ask for anlightenment,
“We oare alwnys gind to invite the
pitlon of men of govd (ntentlonn,”
Thet a4 the account of the protopded eqre

he WA
Inyesti

of the deaf woman seomed. Lty be vory obn
fuked, he  apoke eoather harshly to her

Come,. opme, young woman, this i only
the bBeginnlng: you must come again” add
I o an undertone:

It ous linteped, they all say they are
rured. But we only acespt actunl oures,
pn cloar an dny Motlee | may cures, atid
not  mirie for wi doctars 0o not pllow
ourdelyes to Interprsl, wo fre erely here
to verlfy that the Invallde brought far ex

pmination before @a retaln oo further trages

of e

He steattmd about, taking pleagire in his
pwn honosty, bolng neither more #Hly nor
more untruthful than the rest, belleving
withont tenl certalnty. knowing thal the
phacure so'onoes ara so full of surprises

that what appears impossible 18 often real

Izedd, and In his declining n prag
titloner this situatlon conne with  the
protlo wis most wolcome, oven (F it pos
weanidl [t bad ns well ae Itn gosd points,

Bt wie on the whole most satigfaoctory

At a gquestion from the Pariglan Journsiist
he oxplidined hig methoils, Byury Invalid
on the pilgrimage had his papers, Among
whilch was nlmost always a certificate from

the doetor who had tiken charge of the
oasn, sometimes there were even cortifi-
cites from  sevoeral doctors,  reports from
howpitale, n whole account of the illness.

Connsquontly, If n cure was effected and the
person healed eame to the burenn, It wan
only novessary to refer to hix papers and
rand tho eertificates In order to nscertaln
what had heen the maldy, and thus verily
by examinntion if the [loess had roally dis-
uppeared

more ealm

A# Pleree wat thers he betaing
and dble to pxe hin mind ngadn, 80 he
Mutoned,  Only the hewt bothered him now
Grontly Intorested b the explentions given
by Dr. Bonamy, he woulid gladly have given
hism opinion had It pot been for his cloth,
Hin soutane condemned him to keep In the
backiround He whs, therefore, much
ploaxed to hepr the smvll hlor it fori-
Inte objoctiond thut soemed ot oneoe appar-
ent Was I not o plty to have one physi-
clan Alugnows the ease and then another
physielun ta certify to the ourn? It might
gertainly give rise to a contipual c¢nuse for
orrar It would be much better to have a
madleal cominission examine all the inval-

Idi ns woot ag they arrived at Lonpdes and

wrlle  them  out  In an oMell  re-
port to be appraved by the same
chammisgion In enah came  of liond-
Ing. Rut Dr. Bonamy would not allow

this Ien, suving, with some degree of Jus-
nlonne wotld not

tlee, thpt one comminsion

suffice  for such an  tmmente andertaking.
Think of It Bxamine 1,000 invalide In a
morning! Then ol the different theorles
nnd oppoalte dlagnokes would groatly  n-
trense the uncertainty. Any prellminnry
examination of the Ituvallds was an utter
impossibility and the cause for mistakos
would only be enlnrgod. In this oasa It
wak necegnary to hold to the certificates

glyen by the physicians of ench involid nnd
conslider them final Hpeaps of papers waere
opaned an one of the tables and th ortifl-
cates were read to the Parislan Journnlist,
Many were oxiremely short,  Others, better
written, gpecified the disenses loarly. Sev-
eral of the physicians’ signatures were even
wiltnessed by (he mayor of the thwn, Yot
a doubt was still felt to be invineible, Who
wore thess doctors? Had they the necess
gary sciontiflo authorlty? Had they, per-
bapr, ncquiesced under unknown elrewmn-
stunens or Lo purely personal Intéreste? Ono
wits tempted to make & speclal lnquiry Into
ench cose, From the moment that all hung
on the papers brought by tho lnvalid there
must gweods be a very caroful supervision
of the doeuments, for it all amounted to
nothing the moment & seveare eritic eonld

not establish the abxolute cortainty of the
facts, Turning very reld, Dr, Bonamy got
RNRETY.

“That 18 what we are doing, that 18 just
what we are dolng. AR §oon ns o cure srems
tnexplicable Ly natura! menne, we at onee In-
stitiule a minnte Inguley, anid nule the porson
wlo has been healed to return o be ex-
amined ngaln,  And you notlee that we nre
aiirrounded by oll the great lights.  Those
gontlemen lstening to us are nearly ol
physiclany, come here from every part of
France. We bescpch them to speak out thelr
douhte, to discuss any eage with us, and at
pach meeting a detalled offfelnl report I8
mnde You hear, gentlemen; protest If any-
thing here offends your ldeas of truth,”

Not one of the assistants moved,
greater numbor of doctors present, belng
Cutholles, bowed, of course.  Am to the
others, the (neredulous and purely sclentifie,
they looked Interested themsclves in cortaln
phenomena,deciingd through conrtesy to entey
inta any dlacusstons, that, anyhow, would
be useless: then went away whenever Lhelr
manly funtegrity wan too mueh lmposed upon
and they felt anpoyed

An nn one spoke Dr. Bonapmy was trium-
phant.  When the journalst neked him if
he was the only doctor engaged in this tre-
mendons work:

“Abhsiintely

The

mlone: but my funotlons as
doctar of the grotio are not so complicated,
for they merely eonsist. ne 1 snld hefore, of
verifving the cures when they are made."

I*re iy he continued, adding with o
amile, “Ah, 1 forgot; 1 have Raboin, who
holps me get  things ‘inta some  kind of
ordor.**

He showed by pointing to a hig man ot
about 40, gray, with a bullet head Hke that

of & dog. He wos an exigecrited Lype of
bellover, one who wis %0 exilied that he
wourld not even sposk of miracles, He wan

not qulte huppy In consequence In Kis pos)-

tlon In the Rurean of Verifleatlong, for he
was alwoys In a towering rage i any one
deoussod n cure The appeal Just made to

oian had made him beside himself,
wins forced Lo appeas

thy phy
and Lioctor Bohamy
him:

“Come, gome, Raboln, my friend; be still
Bvery sincere opinton has o right to be ex-
prosged,

But the nvalids were now coming In A
man whole body was covered with eezema
wan brought In, 80 that whin he toak off his
shirt n white powder fell from his skin, e
had not been cured, but reported meraly that
o eame cach year to Lourdes and went
awny relleved,  Then followed a lady., a
countess, alarmingly thin, with n most ex-
traordinary  history.  Originally  cured of
consumption seven years before by the Holy
Virgin, she had had four children and hnd

again fallen a vietim o the same disease,
and had now the morphine habit, boat was
alrendy relieved by her first bath, and ex-

peeted that vey night to Join in the torch
light prooesnion with twenty-seven members
nf her family brought to Lourdes by her.
Thon oame A womnn afficted with nervous
aphonia, who, after month * of absolute
speschiessness, had suddenly recovered her
volee when the Holy Bacrament had boen
carriml past at the service of the fourth
hour,

“Gentlemen,” doclared Dr. Bonamy, wilth
tha affectation of a savant with very broad
Idean, “you know that when it s & question
of A pervous diseass we do not retaln sush
ecases. However, notice that this woman had
bieen nursed for nle monthas at Balpstrioere.
Yet she wan obliged to come here, 1o have
her tongue sel freo at once.'

1o felt provoked, however, hecause he
would ke to have shown a really filne case
to the man from Parls, such an wers some-
times to be found In the proocession at Lhe
fourth hour, which was the special hour of
grace and exaltation, when the Holy Virgin
Interveded for her elect. Up o this the
purea that had bein recordsd wore doubtiful
and without Interest Outuide could be
heard the moaning, the groaniag of thes

erowid, laslied an hy ecantleles, made Im
patient by the exasperated peed for hies
Inky. more wnd mare unnervad by tho 1
wall

it a young girl 'l-'l'l jnat come In m vilf t
nod smiling, with bright ViR hinihg with
Iatelllgrnne an " aeled the doctar, ju\.-.
fully, her Ia aur Hitls friend Sophie A
remnrkable gure, guntiamen, thal wan
affictod Just at this tiee last year, and of
whieh 1 beg o show the gratifying re
siitn

Pierre had feebinizod Saphle Coutean, the

mieaoulogily healed, whn hml ot in the
compurtment nt Moltlers And ho onos
more puwisted nt o eepetition of the soone
thit had nlready heen played before him
Now L. Bonamy gave the most minnia
detalls to tha Hetle Blonde man, who Hatened
nttentively ' o oarles of the bons of the lefl
hedl, o beginning of noeroses that fioces

aitated dmputidion, an awlal abes that sap-

parated, all eured 10 n moment at the fAret
Immeralon In the pool “Sophie, tell thin
gontloman about 1"

Fhe litthe girl muade her graceful gostire
that commanded atrantion;

“"Aftar

my foot

Became

nentous T oould

nat evien go to chorel, and 1T was ohilged (o

kaop 1t canstantly wrapped in rage, becanse
things ran out that wore not nice. M. It
valre, the doctor, who had mads An Inclston
to loak in, salil he would have to remoye

n plece of the bane, which wonld have made

me - lame

Holy Vitein,, 1
whlor,

dld

the
that 1

the  rag
Lhera wn
tonk It

approving
“And,

doctor.*”
oy

hee snld:

the devll

Sophie,

hamo,

Ha, nltor
wont
such n
oven
remnin
left «

with
ok
It all
1 nothing

ot "
Irr. Bonnmy followed every word

of his 1
ropent

1l

ang
hy 1)

mafter wi
who haw cured

praylnge
and donkedl

take

when M. Rivolre

Hard to the
my foot In
desire to be cired
time to remove
od Im the wator

m my foot when I
with an
1ol
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paw. my foat
iether (L Ix God or
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this girl had besn verified that morning, and
st wan oured, what a vietoey for the gratto,

thus 4 anre A ecans of Thphe The miracls
would havae hosn andaniabio

Untll now Df. Ohpssalgne had  romalned
ppart, silent and s, as thaugh He wished

te watch 1he affect of all this upon Pleres,

Suddenly he leaned forward and sald to him
in an vnderion
Kiterior sortes, axterinor sores Thnat
tleminn doew m to know that fodn
many of our [sarosd men conalder thean px
erlor anres to He of i arlein TeR, It
bng o (Eeaverod thint thHors sxists aimply
A (e nutrition of the skin Fiese ques ne
regarding nutrition are pe ver bt Netle un
lurstood, and they attempt 1o prove that
fuith aan ralieally cure =uol it LOng
Whers certaln saelotlon of Yagus! 1 sk what
amount of oerdil W wonld attnin, this
mian with hin fam, r WA fur #xterior sori
A It mors o . and grentor int
r':'I.ll ¥ N r: ! icienoe n
it i, Endem!, a very nea of dnoee
wmilod sud)y Whitle Dir. Donamy reohm

monded that Elmt Honguet shoulil eontinte
the lotlon and retucn epch day 0 be exam
Inad Thor, wity ‘his aftable and  pradent
matinse, ho ropostdie

‘At Inst, gentlomgn, there is A beginplng
There 18 not) ‘l’]h?fl.’l inn this oase '

Now tHe Bureny was fulte upset.  Like
whirlwinit La (@Eiotte came rtushing in,
dancing about kM orving in o loud volce,
“Ioam cured! T aygy eupred!™

Sho then tald h.‘:iu they conld not bathe her
at Arst; thimt -lq hitd Inslstsd, sippllogtol
antl sohbed hoetore they declded to do I,
after ropeiving the formal permission from
Fathor Foirede, And she had been right
She had not Best in the eold wator three
minutes, though she bwd been awenting and
coughing, bufope she felt her strength re
turning, as i lashes from o whip wera
flagling all over her hody, She was In An
exalted state, amitnied; eceited and radiant,

unable to keap quiot

Y1 oam oured, my good gentlemen, | am
aured!'”

Plorre Jonked gt her, completely  ilumb
tonnded, Was this the same girl who tha
night hefors he had seen prosteated on the

heneh of the rallway carrlivge, coughing and

spitting blood, with a torror In her fape?
He eottld not opnize her—straight, active,
her cheeks Anming, her eyes sparkling with
all the Joys wtd desiros that 100 bad givoen
baeck to hor

“Gentlomen,* doclarad Dr. Honamy, “‘this

_—

the same to me. The fact romains that  geme (o me to be &

alic 18 oured.”
Thay all Inughed, the offoct of the saying

was

wlwavs certain.
“And, Sophie, tell

whanl

"y

you sald to the

aountess, the directregs of yonr wari.

“Dh,

yoen, |1
for my foot, and 1 eald to hoer:

had not

tnlcen many cloths

“The Holy

Virgin is very kind to cure mo the firgt day,
for by tomorrow my store would have boen
exhaustad, **

Iresh Inughter was heard, a general satls-
faction o find her g0 sweet, aven If she hoad
told her wtory s oftep that she knew |t

nll by

hes

but It was

art,

told Inoa touching

manoer and with the appearanes of truth:

“Baphie,
tuot
toteh

your
must
no doubt

The It

take off
L]
It in order

tle foot was q

your
thin gentloman

show
one
b

und
WBviory
there may

oot
thnt

ulekly shown, very

white, very cloan, even woll earod for, with
the acar under the ankle, n long sear, whose

white
of the (1]

nenr looked at It

who  had
minds,
Intter
when the
hindd not
would no
this Dir

edges

did
nakid

Soevieral of th
withon
donbt alre
not aven
with n
+ Huoly
made
t hayve post
Donamy

no

Virgin

er

move,
viry

an entirely

risplivd

bore festimony of the gravity

who drow
t speaking, Others,
ndy mnade op thelr
One of the
polite air why,
was nhout 1, she
new fool, as It
nny more,  Hat to
that If the Holy

o dootors

Virgin had chonen to leave n soar ft wax o

h)’
tha

ahow
trace

caomplinhe

nical

dotals

the existenos

of some palpablo

t the mirnele had reolly beon ae-

. He pntered

demonstrating

into
that n

furthor todch

mloca

Of bone and skin had beon soppliod Instan-

tancously, which wan of course Inexplicable
by natural means Goodl Gad!'" Interrapted
the little Mond man, “there i no need of
a0 many things. IT 1 maw but 8 finper et
by n penknife that how come out of the
water healed, the miracie will be equally
great, and [ should bow before it

Then h

o added

“IF 1 posaassed o apring that healed thus
01l wonnds T should startle the whole world

I do not know Just how [ shauld do 1, bhut
I atould eall upon all nations, and the
nationa wonld come. 1 should verify the
mirpoles ®o exactly that 1 should become
mnster of the whaole world. Think of auch
an extraordinary power, almost divine! ot
no doubt conld bBe permitted. There must
needs o A truth ahout It A1) am clenr as
munlight. Tho whole world wonld sdée and
belleye,'*

Ho discussed his Wteas of executive con-
trol with the doctor. Having agreed that

all the invallds could not be examined uwpon
thelr arcival, he went on to usk why thers

should not

In the

hospital
would be at

he a
for
the most

specinl
exterior

ward established
kores.  There

hirty subjeotn, whp

would be submitted to o preliminasy exumi-

nation

by a

commission,

OMoelal  reports

would then be prepared, and the sores might

even be

photographoed.

Then, If they were

onrad, It oply remalned for the commission

to eertify to that effect in a fresh oMelal
report. In this way thore wounld arise no
questions of internal discases, about which

there aiways exiated o difMonly In dingnos-

Ing

n new

The evidince
HSomow hat
Of rourse

lHghtenment

such a4 commiealon
any of these agree.
1den

of course
The diMen

would be
smbarrassed

piain.

Dv. Bonamy mald:
wit only ask for en-
Ity would Ybe to get

It you know how little
However, It la cortalnly

He wan relloved by the arvival of a fresh

Ccane.

While 1tile

Sophl

B Alonteat was put-

Ling on hor shoe and stocking, already for-
gotten, Rlise Rouqguet, with her hideous faco,

appaared,

lated that sinee oarly

and ook off

her nearf. She re-

morning ahe had heen

bathing her face with a rug at the fonntain,

and it

paemed

1o hor th

int her more, so red

and fery looking, had already commencad to

dry up and get less red. L was true, and
Plerre, mueh surprised, notteed that 1t 4ml
look fay leas horribis This caused a fresh
tople for discuspion on the subject of ex.
terdor nores, and the Hitle blonde man re-
iterated hin Idoa of establishing a spectal
ward for them: in fact, If the condition of

AM CURED,” BS8HE CRIED.

most Interesting ocuse.
Lot us sop.™

Ho asked for La Grivotle's papers. Fue
they conld not be founil amang the heaps of
documents that Uitered the two tables, The
seeretaries, the yeung men from the sem-
Inary, turned everything upside down, and
the chief of the services of the poals wis
nhltged to get up himself and look In the
bookease, Finally, when he had  rosesntod
litmsalf, he dlgcovered the paper under the
largo registor that lay open before him. He
found It eontatned three medienl certificates,
which he read alomd. A4l three gave the
onse ne ope of ndvanced consumption, made
more speclally complicnted By nervous ante-
cedents,

Dr. Bonnmy nodded his head, as thongh
to suy that such a record left absolutely no
doubt. Then, for o long while, he sounded
the Invalld's lungs. He murmured:

“I ¢an hear nothing. 1 hear nothing."
ndded;

“Or hardly anything."

Then, turning to the twenty-five or thirty
doctors who were Lhere, speechiess:

YGentlemen, I any among you would
kindly lend me thoelr Hlght on thiy subject,
we are herg to learn amd discuss,”

AL first no ong movil, Then
tured th ocome forward, Ha, too, sounded
her lupgs, but sald nothing, shaking his
head  anxiously Finally he stammered
that for him part he, must remain In ahey.
AN, At onee hix place was Wlled by an
other, and this was much more eategoricn)
He heard nothing and sald that the woman
had never been consumptive, St others
followed: all ended by coming, save flve or
slx, who maintained a guiet att)inde, smil
Ing slyly Confusion relgned an sach guve
hin opinfon that differsd from the next, and
ot ‘lost there wan #uch & hubbub that one
coild not distingulsh what was sald. Father
Dargelen alone presorved his calm and ab

He

ona  yvon-

solute serenity, for he had discovered one
of those ecnses that Iaterested mll and are
tha glory of Our Lady of Lourdes He

wis already taking his votes al a corner of
tha table, Somewhot apart, Plerre and Dr
Chasenigne were able to talk, and on ne
pount of the nalge wore not overhesrd.

“Oh! those pools that [ saw Jusi now!"
sald the young priest "Those poolsn where
the water is so seldom  ehangml! What
flth! What' & home for microbes! Thea
present manis and eraze for antlseptic pre-
cautions recelves o fearful blow from such
n sight! How does it happen that one
nasty disease does not kill all the invalida?
Adversaries of the microblan theory must
indead langh.*”

Tha doctor stopped him:

“No, no, my child: even If the baths ara
not ¢lean they are not daogerous. The henat
of the water never atlaing more than 10
degress Reaumur, #nd It must be up to
20 o cultlvate garms Then, too, con-
tugious diseases never come to  Lourdes
There are no casen of cholera, nor typhus,
nor variolold, nor searlet fever, por mensles
We only And certain organie troubles
paralysis, serofln, Yimors, ulcors, abacessen
eancers and  consimption, and thesw last
named ars not transmissable through the
witter In the bathis.  The old scres that are
sonked in them are not to be feared and
offer no risk of contagion, On this point,
| assure you, therods ne necd for the Holy
Virgin to Interfere!!

“orhen, doetor, Tormerly In your practice
would you have senked all your cases in
feod wiler—woman in all hor periods, cawes
of rhivumatism, heatd troubles and consump

Lives? Would ¥t have bathed YThat
wratehed mgirl, half dead and swoating "'
‘Certainly mnot. There are certaln herole
measures that, of gourse, ope dares not to
attempt An loy ath might surely kill a
consumptive, but @0, we know that under
vortaln oircumutances it might not also ¢ure
Nim T I who bave Anally admitted that
something superpsiaral does oxist here, |

still am willing to'boneeds that cures munst
be effected by natural means, thanka to the
fmmursion e cold water that appears Lo us

= Atupl® and arogl
Know! ft im whnt we d0 ot know!"*
e ones mars began to rave o hid Anger,

his hiatred of sojppows that he now Ais
trustell avor sines he had bedn Joft dis
frioted and powoerlossd to all the agony of
il wife and daughier
"You ask for certainly Autely medicin
will not bhe able 16 give 11 to you LMty
to these gontlemen for an Instant nl ¥ou
ol b et In it not wpleondid, !
porf con (klon n wWhioh eveéry opinion
i glven? 0 eanree r r LY
thint are  thorouehly tivleret il own
Phe smallast phisne of thin evo f Fhor
1FE roeped | Whonpe sffonis hinva n o atuied
with most serypulons oare vhar Is ]
Known or i b knawn Is the relation or
thn remedy to the divease, for every Invalid
aniatitaten o disrnn and cach tim minst
in fronh exparionn That s why th

practice of medicdine s anoart, Bocalse one
N never datablish o metrled il iring
alwayas depenids on chanee o Tuck eir
matpbes found by the genlus of the physi
lan S when these psople all egome here
o disey It makes me lpupgh whan they
talk the abmolute  laws of ‘Eefence
Whaere a meh Inwa to be foumd in mosdi
tinn? L&t them show them to me.*

He 40 not intend to say more, bul was
nvercome by his feelings

"L toll you that | naw belleved, Ny |1
cin canlly wnderstand that our good friend,
e, Donnmiy, 18 not 40 all aroussd il thint
ho ifiviten phvsicingn feom all over the world
hors o study thess mlracies, The pronter
the number of doctorn the lesn Wil teath bis
proven I the midst of the batile of diag
nosss and the methods for theie treatmont
If théy dannot agres about an exterior sore
Lthey will tever do ao regacding afy biternnl
tronble, the sxistenoe of which on win
deny, while the other will pasitively affirm

It g b Lhore. St why sahould not the whol
thing be i miract+?  For whether In the end
naturs nets o some anknown power, the
doctors themselves are aften much surprissd

ty soe nooreanlt thiut they bproly predioted,
Things cortainly are very Ladly moanaged
here.  Cortificates from anknown docturs do
not amoont Lo mmeh There ahould be a
strict supsrvision over snch doowments,  Pat
uvien I you perindt ahaoluto aelentific regoe
Intions, you woulil be very stupbil, my dear

et B you tmngined that 8 thoraugh dot-

vietion would exist In all minds, The fault
i In man, and there I8 no more herole
undartibtng than to establish us 4 et the
very loast of teainms.””

Plerre bogan now tor copprobend whnt thiy
all meant—<all that was taking place mt
Loturdes —this extraordinnry spectivele nt
which the world had assisted for yones, amid
Ll devaoted adorntion of some and the mook-
inig lnnghter of othera, Cartalnly, the wWhole
matter wak very hally underitood—almost
lgnored; bhut a hidden foree toved 1t on

fient the supgention, then the portarbation of
intidipation, the faseipnation of the journey
the priiyers nmd the Bhymns, & growing exil-

tatlon nnd MAoally the hoanling  broath, the
tinknown powsr that rintoil Iteelf from
the mnsaoy ‘In womarked erisis of fnlth,  He
even fonciod it rethor sntuphil not to bellove
In thake frands. The faets themselves wore
very grent; but at the me Hme far more
Himple. It Wik ot nne ary for the fathers
of the grotto to condescend (o He<they must
only teeds adid to the confusion ta utillze
the  tifdveraal lenorianee, They mlght even
confess Lhat nll was done tn good falth —the

tnknown dactors who gave the gertileat: s
the comforted Inenlids who fanelod  hepg-
polvon cured and the enthustistic witnessos

who vowed they haft scon.  Aftor nll this, 1t
wne cevidently Impossible to prove whether
there had or had pot been o mirnele. From
that mioment did not the mirnecle become
an actunl faet 1o the larger number for all
those who saffered amd for those who hoad
need for hope?

Seelng they were talling somewhat apart

from the olthers, Dr. Bonamy approached,
and Plerre dared to agk him:

“In abput what proportion nre the cures
offocled "

“About 10 per contt,” he answersd,  Then

sealng that the young priest had nothing to
any I rebittal, he added with good nature:
"Oh, wa should easily obtain a larger per-
oentage: they would all say they wers cnred
If we woulll listen, Buab 1 must confess that
I am here (o rather superitgtend these mira-
cles. My only unctlon |8 to suppress too
much zenl nnd not to allow saintly things
ta ho ridiculed. In fael, my burenu {8 an
office to approve wlien the recorded cures
sosm conclusive.””  Here he was Interenpted
by low mutterings, It was Rabolo, who was
greatly  enraged, “Mecorded cureg—re-
corded cures, what do they nmount to? The
mitacle goes on farever. To those who he-
lleve whut s the use of verifyving? They
nead only bow and belleve. To those who
do not believe what good does It do them?
They will never b econvinesd, It ls shinply
mtupld what they are doing here."

Dr, Bonamy ordered him to stop talking,
“"Huboln, you aree a rebel, 1 shall  tell
Father Capdetarthe that I no longer want
you here If you sow such seeds of disobed|-
wnoe,’

This man was right, however, even If he
il show his teath nlways ready to bite when
hin fuith wnes nssafled.  Plerre looked ot him
pympathetically.,  All this task in the bureau
of vertfications, so badly done at best, was
Indeed useless; wounding to the real he-
Hevers, Insufliclent 1o those who doubted,
Wil the mirnele ever proven? 1L must he
cradited. Nothing could be upderstood the
moment God Intervencd. In all the conturles
of absolute bellef sclence haddl never bheen
ablg to explnin the existence of God, What
wins selenice doing now? It merely swal
lowed up fafth, but decreased [tsell, No,
no; down on your knoeos, kiss the gronmd
and belisve! or else go away, There was no
passible compromise. The moment an ex-
amination began there wns no stopping, Lthore
conld be it a futal end to donbt,

Plerre was greatly perturbed by the ox-
traordinary hite of conversation he heard
ahout him, HBellevers were talking  sahout
miracles with the greatest familineity  pndd
unheard  of  tranguillity., The mont stn-
pendous  facts merely  Alled  them with

sorenity, Another and still another mirpels!

und they related the Impginations of thae
evil one with a smile, without oven the
lightost protestation of their own roason

They evidently lived in the midst of snch a
vislonary fever that nothing surprised thom
And It was not only shmple sonuls, childiike
HHiterate or halluclnnted b W, like that of
Raboln, but there were also cloygr people
with cnltivated minds—stodente, DE Honamy
and others. 1t was Incradible, Al Plerre
folt Wis own unensinons (neroose, o dull gugur

that must ond by brosnking ot Hin bain
was working like that of some poor swreteh
who has been thrown fnto the waler, who
soema to feel the waves from all around
cover and gteangle him, and he tha 1 thut
mindsg guech as that of Dr., ‘hassal 1 who
have sunk under a biind bellef, must test
have steageled thesugh such an unrest and

Biattle Befiore the Anal shipwreck chme,

He locked at him, and snw Wim Infinitely
sadd, smiryok down by desting, ke a feehie
child, who cries, honceforth alone In the
world. Yet he could not restrain the ory of
protestation that rose to his Hps

“No, no; If one may not kpnow all, even
i one may never pliain It thar I8 o argu
ment to cease learning. 1t is not vight that

the unknown shonld feed on debility and Ig
norapee, On the contrary, It shonld bhe our
elurnnl hops Lthat one day these Lhings will
be osxplained, and we should have Lut ope
Idenl —that of marching forward to the un
known to pequire ft, that slow viotory over
mind through the misery of pur body and our
intelligence. Ah! Reason, it in for thes |
suffer, but it s from thee also that [ re
celve all my satrangth! When thou diast the
whole being dies also! Content Lo rellnguinh
all happiness, | haye bat the ardenst wish 10
satlafy Lhee more and more!™”

Teara ware forming in D
eyen, He was doubtless thinking about
dear dead onos, HMe murmured presenily

“Roeason, reason; yes, it ocertainly Is n
gsource of great pride, the digoity of living
But there in alwo love, which is the all power-
ol motive In WEe, the sale good to be ad
quired, and whep It s lost

His yolee bhroke In a soh As he

Chassaigne’s
hin

uwieohanl

cally turned over the papers before bim on
the table he found o that bore i arge et
tern the name of Marie de¢ Guersaint, Ha
apened It and rond the certifeates of the *wo
doctors, who had come o the conclusion
that she sulfered from a paralysis of the
marrows, He continued

"laok hoere, my child. T know ihal you

Bave a great affectlon for Mile, de Guersaint
What would you say M she were curad lsre
{ And certificates here, signed hy onorable
that paralysis of this

oamen, and you know

nature I8 almost ‘nourable Wall, If thia
young person were suddonly ta run wnd
jump, as | have feon 80 many othars do,
would yon not fesl very happy Y Woald you
not fnally sdmit the Intervention of some
supernatural power?

when b sud

Plorre was about 1O noswer
denly rememl d by consnliation with his
cousin, Leauclair, who had predicied the

AR' what wé o fot )

miracks ke & clap of thaafter apon awakon revive, I they  had  scessdnd, IE
Ing, an #xaltation of the antire bolog, nod he water had rovived the mhan, fof onfe
feit him misglvings Inerease, s slmply s wiire In thia qgieer world, do you
Tedend T showld be happy Avisl v pep the wreeteh hiad the rleht 1o mpit
Flghit; it In miy n apsy | yinh r hnp In thelr fa thesr monders of
pinnes T Al the B o I Wi Wl man asked them o
d1at he canld no ramain 1N Il they know he was
il wius suych thn iroe \ el Cenerally peoplé
lown his face g my L 1T You will naver peo
ne af the moen I il prinaTyY ! L A 1 ' ety trick e when
of th A L Ly at slnmhber
Pt he Akt | them woll' Moadidla
" hilw it ron ad 1 ahould e
T Mh
UL I kept o around then in hix manner that
uaslon wimone e (odtors hoal 1 1 not halp
npon teohnionl points, af Intiriost remained grave, frozén
wperinl v NI ) JIL v folt W not these
impossilils to hirenthe baiwenr i { t might have boon ot
walls, nnd o onoeen Turned Both tomachs | tered by a despaifing Tazaros® e had
wnd beadns, The Wike hlonds man, th nftn ren naetned (hnt Tazar af daming out
ential writer from Par W by oldigedd | OF thie gEava, had madd (o Jodis
by g AWAY Hinat A mot 0 lave san n i S|avine vihiy ha Thi -
rent milenets,  Plerre sald to i BLLILL igain 10 thisn aAbominable 1)f 1 slept e
Vet s omget out of her P fea) 21 I an eferanl stembbr; draamless T tastod At
Thioy went ont ot tha same thne as La st Ao great morepose In Che delighta of abs
Orivotte, who was bning exoupnd AT O ¥ fon I have known all the misery, I the
nt the very doop, they Tell Intdé n perfoct wrows, the treaadhery tlae hapes, dofoats
witve of peaple, pustiing. crushimg one an Afd Hlnesson: | have pall by suffering my
sther to mos the miracnlously cursd woman fenrful debt of Hfe, for 1 was Bhorn nol Koo
Naows of the miracts had nleendy got abont, | e wherefore, 1 livad without knowing how,

and every one horeled to goze Al the eledt anit now ¥ Thon condamnest me to Py
one, {o guestlon her, to tough  Der And doulile, Thy AL e o enen more work
she, with her orimson cheeks and fAaming | oul me saitence. Have | eommittod sime
oyon, conld only repeat, with her trlumpharit inexplable fanlt, that T am thos goesistsd iy
alr, 1 amy cured! 1 wm enred! kucth a crael task? To Hve again! Alaw, to
Cries drowned hor voles and whe wis over ol eieh duy that Mesh is but mortal, (o hnve
Whelimed In the clamor of the rabhle, Por | Do Intolligence bat for doubt, ne will bt (o
ah Instant she was 1ot to view as though be lmpoten nootEndernees gave o weasp for
whee hid gone onder: then ahe suddenly re my pain A It was mll over, 1 had taken
appearsit close . Plerfe and  the doctor, | the terrifying atep of doath—thut horribls In-
who wert teying to okeape. They had Just atant that is enonegh (o poison the whole ox
met the commandart, one of whose manies | Istepoe. | have folt the sweat of agony, tha
wns to go down to the pools and to the | blood recede from my members, mv broath
grotto to get provoked.  Tightly buttoned | o st in one lnst  gasp AL il dintroesa
in hia frock comt, Hee n soldler, he was | Thou desivest that 1 abonld know for a sec-
atill lenninge on his stick  with s sibver | ond G, for T omase b sgaldng so my misery
khah, -.Irgn:,:uu: Mig Jofr Jeg slightly, that Is grefter than that of all other mun, Oh,
had been stiffencd by a& second stroke of | Savior, Jet |1 bhe at once, Yer, U besapeh Thes,
parilysis, e Fdee roddenmd, his eyos porform aghln that other gront mirasio that

fMlavhed With anger when La Orivotte pushed I may agnin Hedn my tomb and slesp with-

him o pues by, ropeating In the midut of ont  suffering In my  elerngl uninterrupton
the enthusionm of the mobbing crowd slumhor Mergitully grant that 1 may not be
1 am o eurad! T am cored ™ tormented by living (o that fearfal torture
CWell he oried, weltod  with gRuddden | edat Thon kast oot condemnnd nuy other bo
anger, “‘so mneh the worse for you my Inse, T have always loved and servod Thee,
voung wonng, ' Make no' of me the greatest example of
They exelnimed and began to laugh, for | Thine anger, to ghock o)l genorations, e
he was well Known and hig manin for death | gracions  and  merciial, O, Loard Reslaorm
W pardoned. Dut swhen  he stammered | me to (hat slamber | hhve sarndd) give meg
ronfused words, saylng It was o4 shame to tEnin the delights of oblivion.®
wntut o lve whon one had neither benuly Abbe Judaine hand taken the eommandunt
nor foftane, and that thiy girl shiould have | of  with  Wim, Wising  cabimed  him nnil
prefercod o dle rather than to sulfer ngadn, | Plerre, rememibering 1L win & o'clock And
poople around him commonesd to scold, nnd thot Marle must be waiting for Wim, shonk
Abbg Judinine, who was passing, teied (o pands with [ir, Chasanlgne An he  won
wlop him. He took him adide Hnally going hack to the grotio he mel ape-
“Io be silent, my friend. It 18 seandn- ) giner pole of feionds, M. de Guorsaint talks
loug! Why do son thus rave ngalost the Ing with Abbe des Hormolsow: 'The formaoer
groptuess of CGod, who grants favors by had Just Jeft hin room ot the hotel, greatly
somoktnes helplng our safferors? You onght & oeorens i by his long fag. They ware hioth
o fall on your own knoew, 1 tell you, and | ogigieing the extraordinary bty that ox-
boseoeh Him to give you back the use of | gjetion dnd falth gave to sume of  thoe
vaur leg, to sllow you Lo live Len years | wonon's faces, and thoy wern i tnlking
longer."™ abonut thelr projected oxcoraion o the ringes
Then he nearly  stranglod ol Claviirle
“Wha, | oask, for ten sears of )ifo, '-\Il--nl A mnon ws M. de Ouersnint hoged that
thee Lest diy "[\"’-v life will bo the ono on Muario bt thleen hor flest opth with o re-
which 1 go? To be as modn, a8 low hs i sult, M. de Guersaint followed Ploegee,  They
thers thouspnds of Invallds that I gee here | found the young gie) in the samne sad &tnpor,
I rows, in morial terror of '!,.rllll_ Lomonn- with her cyos fixed on the Yoly Viegln, who
ing their I\w-:ll{llv—nl, '.|u-' "“:I|.II|“-I.I'- II-"-".";I [ bt not Matened to har She did ol anrwer
E"r lving? Ah, l:“' b NH_II " 'l‘.h“;“" | the Inving words her father spoke. but only
Moy, 1 die; and thal :llr Iulmn-_ It wotl ¥ looked with mreat tiltenus eyes at him, then
; "f.':H‘"'{;’l;'"":"l"‘::&.:;; “‘1',,.., Py, Chassnlenn i ek to the marble slaton \\I:H-. in rI. r::_\m
Plerre, whao had finwlly ot clear of the | of the wax condlas, wihlls Plerre, sthnding
i : : 2 by, wilted to thke hee to the hospltal, M. de
crowd of pllgrims on the edige of the Gaye, | \ 1o t 1 T
wildtesaed the doctor, whom he often met | Ginersaint  knolt flown devontly oy
Sl they not witempt to resgseiteie oo | eS80 with great fepvor forthe healing "fllll'l
man o short time ago? They told mo about | ehild, then e proyed for himeel! the grage
v and T nearly ded!  Hein doctor, oo von | Lo find sami sledping partner who would givo
underninnd® A man who had nlrendy the | Nm the dectsnirey nillion o0 continue _""
tnppinesg to be dead, They put him Ipte | stuiies reg Ving the direstion of balloons.
thelr woter with the erlinal hope that he (To be Continued Next Sunilny,)
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